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to flick
on solar
switch

Passion for environment turns hideaway into green getaway

IT�S easy being green . . . Ross McLennan is operations manager for Hidden Valley Cabins. Picture: Cameron Laird

Melissa Maugeri
TOURISM REPORTER

WHAT started out as a practical
way to run an isolated resort has
become a passion for a family
business set to become the state’s
first carbon neutral getaway.

Hidden Valley Cabins, in the
Paluma hinterland near
Townsville, targets those look-
ing for an escape to nature with
a clear conscience.

The family operators have
designed the resort so that
visitors can enjoy a relaxing
break, knowing their stay is
carbon neutral.

The resort operates on solar
power for 19 hours a day — and
expects to move to 24 hours in
the next few months.

Operations manager Ross
McLennan said the company
was offsetting carbon produced
through regular tour activities
and resort services, including
weekly treks down the Paluma
Range to Townsville.

‘‘We’ve bought carbon credits
to cover those activities through
Climate Friendly in Sydney,’’
Mr McLennan said.

Hidden Valley hosted its first
carbon neutral conference this
week — a Wet Tropics confer-
ence.

Mr McLennan said the re-
sort’s diesel generator would be
permanently retired in the next
few months when the getaway
would rely on solar power 24
hours a day.

‘‘We are trying to show people

you can still have television, cold
beer, good food and a comfy place
to sleep and be completely carbon
neutral,’’ he said.

‘‘It’s a practical example of
how to be more green. Our view
is that we need to be doing
whatever we can to protect and

preserve the environment.’’ Mr
McLennan said visitors to the
resort enjoyed its natural focus,
which includes nocturnal walks
to spot platypus. ‘‘They now
know they can stay here and
still be helping preserve the
environment,’’ he said.

State Environment Minister
Lindy Nelson-Carr said the re-
sort was an example of how
tourism ventures could play an
important part in helping to
combat global warming, while
at the same time enhancing
their appeal to visitors.

‘‘I have been aware for some
time of the plans of Hidden
Valley Cabins to switch 100 per
cent to solar power and applaud
the fact that they have main-
tained their commitment to
sustainable power manage-
ment,’’ Ms Nelson-Carr said.

Drivers warned on phone cameras
DRIVERS using mobile phone cameras
are adding to traffic delays at car crash
sites by slowing down to illegally snap
pictures of the carnage.

As traffic banked back almost 10km
from a truck crash and fire on the M1 at
Loganholme yesterday, police said people
using phone cameras made the conges-
tion considerably worse.

‘‘I haven’t got a problem with people
taking a photo if it’s the passenger but
when it’s the driver doing it, it’s not only
an offence, it could cause another acci-
dent,’’ Acting Insp Graham Clark said.

Acting Supt Chris Thomas, of the State
Traffic Support Branch, said drivers

taking photos from their vehicles were
not only guilty of using mobile phones
while driving but were also not driving
with due care and attention.

Yesterday morning’s truck crash closed
one northbound lane of the M1 at
Loganholme for 10½ hours while road
crews cleaned up the mess.

Acting Insp Clark said police would
question the driver of a semi-trailer that
collided with a stationary truck about
2am, before bursting into flames.

‘‘He was very lucky. He escaped with
barely a scratch,’’ Acting Insp Clark said.

Furniture on board the truck was
destroyed. Robyn Ironside

After 3 months of being in recess, 
the Centre will be open for work on 
Sept 10th. Anne works with people 
experiencing all types of losses e.g 
loss through death, separation, loss 
of job or health, dreams, childhood 

through lack of love etc. 
Contact Sr Anne Cowley in 

office hours
Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

We�d love to get your call
PHONE: 07 3865 8644
MOBILE: 0417 747 984

GRIEF
BRISBANE GRIEF & BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY

Central City
Men�s Clinic

371 Queen St, Brisbane

Phone
Dr Richard 
Clarke and 

speak to him 
personally:

3221 2886

ERECTILE
DYSFUNCTION ?

Honest prices.
No gimmicks. 
Ethical advice. 1800 73 03 731800 73 03 731800 73 03 731800 73 03 73

www.mensclinic.net  

 Qld & Interstate Properties
 Apartments, Townhouses, Residential
 Lifestyle, Seachange Properties

 House & Land
 Advisory Services
 Finance Options

Investing in property can build great wealth if you�re �in the know�. 
Find out what�s hot and what�s not from industry experts. 
You�ll � nd over 60 exhibitors at Brisbane�s largest Property Expo:
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To build long-term wealth, invest in property

PLUS Free Admission to the Investment Expo.
Open Fri/Sat 10am�5pm, Sun 10am�4pm.

Full details at www.propertyexpo.com.au
Fri 7 � Sun 9 Sept 2007

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre

20 FREE daily seminars from industry experts including:

Top tips for 
buying your 
� rst investment 
property
Andrew Child, 
Mortgage Choice

Property & 
growth drivers
Margaret Lomas,
Destiny Financial 
Solutions

SAVE
$5.00

Present ad at entrance.

Normal admission $12. One coupon per visitor.


